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Its focus is on reviewing some 6f the functions, activities and 
impacts of the black student union during its most active years, and 
reviewing some of the internal factors which seem to have played a 
role in its current decline. Several functions served by the student ' 
unions are suggested.~Their goals and change oriented activities 
center on five general areas and their implementation and impact upon 
white college vary, both in degree and permanence. Two sets of 
influences seem important in the apparent decline of black student 
union and the black student population and those internal to them; 
‘ four such internal factors are emphasized in the discussion. A final 
‘cautionary note is sounded, indicating that despite apparent decline 
wand a seemingly apolitical stance in many colleges: and universities, . 
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ABSTRACT 
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‘ This* paper. examines the black student union in white collees 
and universities during the past decade. The career of Black stu- 
,dent unions in this period.is discussed in terus of two bread issues. 


First, what :have .been the principal fonottent, “activities and 

coals.of bleck student wniens, and whet has been their impact in terns 
‘ef chintes within collees and universities? Several. functions’ served 
by these student organizations are suzpested. - The ;oals and chansee . 
eriented activities ef black student unidiis, it‘is argued here, have 
centered on five-meneral areas. ImPlementatién of these veals "and the 
impact of black student union activities in the white colleze and unie 
versity have been variable, beth in degree and permanence. Keasons for | 
this variability are indicated. 

Second, what facters have beeh iavelved in the apparent decline 
of Black student unions in recent years? ‘Two sets of influences seen 

‘important in this rezard, those external to the black student union 
and tne black student population, and these which are internal te the 
union. and te black stuaents. Such internal facters are stressed if 
this paver, with emphasis given to four: the character of the black 
Student union as a particular kind ef secial mevenent organization; 
heterezseneity and internal divisiens within the black student popula-- 
tion, on any campus; internal dynanics within black student unions; and 
student "battle fatigue." 

“A final cautionary rote is-sounded, indicating’ tnat despite ap- 
parept decline and a seeningly apolitical Stance in many celleses and 
universities, black student unions have net disappeared, and retain 
the capacity’ for renewed vitality and activisn,. 
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» and apparently motivated primarily by sociopolitical vases 


- -unions appeared asa ational campus Phenomenon. | beginnin: in 1965-66, 


White collezes and universities is the’ presence of some black 
ditional fraternity or student sovernnent types. Thoush called by 


»black in membership, — monolithic in appearance, highly self-conscious 


*are of recent orivin. Amonz the first such pitahi¥ations were: the 


the Nero Students Association) ° y 


One of the most comnon current features of predominantly 


Ap. 


student organization, sirnificantly different from the more tra- 


a variety of.names, ich girs share certain traits: exclusively . 


However, despite their near-universality, black student unigns 


black student union at Columbia (formed in 1963); the Harvard African 7 
and Afro-American Society (also formed in 1963); the Cornell Afro- 
Américan Society (formed in 1965); and the Black Student Union at 


San Francisco State (formed - in (1966, out of a previously pxisting group, * 
“Thus, it has been roughly . ten years, ‘or so since black Student 


they pread rapidly to campuses of all types. By the late 1960s, black 

student unions, and the movement they embodied, had become central | 

Pembuyen of the period, while their Beblons have been a principal ele- : 

ment in chan - -e-oriented efforts - on campus, during the past decaie. | ‘ 
A number of factors in combination may be seen as influential _ 

in the development of ‘the black student, union. Though ton numerous | 


to discuss here, they include: the creation of a "criticul mass" of 


hlack students in the: white colle or their particular traits, especially 


te 4 J % ' Sic = i A se to 
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potiticid peltete; black students! experience of disjuncture; aliena- . | 
> "fon and inauthenticity in the wnite institution; and off-campus develop- 
, / nents in the lar.ser black community? e e Me =? 
ie , however, our eenudie: in this paper is with indicating some of 

era sisnificance of. the’ black’ student union in the past (both for black ; 

~ 2 ' students’ and for the white college)’, and some reasons for the apparent | 
/ ductive: bxviarienved chy black student unions in recent years.. hence, 
the foci? here 48 on reviewing ‘some of the fuhictions, activities and 
Ampaets of the plgek student union “during: its most active years, and 


reviewins. sone of the internal Yactows which seem to have- played a role. 


in its current decline. 
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Functions, Activities ana Impacts of the Black Student Union 


° 


is several: Sopersere have. ‘indicited, _ black student experiences 
" of .the uiieaite colle-e or university are kets to be stressful ‘and 
i aliendtinx for nares & tuients.” The union may have served (and bail 
continue to do so) in several Ways to mitigate the strain of being in 
‘the white setting, as well. as. to feet other black student needs. a 
‘i i First, it.wmay perform hany of the functions of the. peer group. It 
may provide a place and a group which is not white, and therefore one 
dn wrich relaxation, security and "escape" from the avweucwan of the 
university ees ostensibly possible, ; 
- Further, the or-anization may nee in the inaiviaual eee 
of black students to the colle; Oe It. _may be a source and sponsor of 
: alternate educ: ‘tional experiences to rose offered els ewhere ‘on CHnpUs « 
hot only does the. union provide a varie of social, cultural and ‘ 
recreational events, it also often provides a forun, formal or informal, 


for discussion of ‘social- and politica’ issues. In its role as forun, , 


e 


. « 
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the enyen tieanenety has peaviaed 4 a kind of collective reinforesnent . 

and levitimation for cteliels and benavior, espeetully + 1.05 bien 

of white socicty in sencral and’ the white cates in particular, 
At the sume time, -the union often hus also attempted to’ play 

‘a "co2rcive" or controlling role (consciously or not) in the realm 

of Leliefs ‘“and- behavior, rewardinc the sexpression of certain views 

and, actions, and nevatively sanctionin;; others. this insistence on 

ideolotical and’ behavioral. conformity aaa be, and often has been,. a : 

SEE Eee for aA SUSY; a point “to uhich we shall return shortly. 

' In addition, ‘the union may be important ‘in black students! sense 


of collective competence gaa ability ‘to achieve their objectives as a 


“ayvroup. By its: very existence it can be (and often hus been in.the 


SS 
~xpast). a tansible symbol of ideolozical pel aets about’ black unity and 


solidarity. Further, the union? may provide a continuin: sgnse of. core z 


porateness, ‘nis is important “in maintaining a sense of efficacy:in . 


confronting and mana.;inz the social -and political world of ihe college © 


or university. 4 
‘ Bes € 


“s Finally, the union has been, and remains, the vehicle throuzh 
Which discontent with the colle;-e is expressed and student efforts -_ 


at produciny chen-e in the institution are senerally channeled. In 


short, the black student orcanization has veen the vehicle for protest 


“and the heart of the. black Student movement since 1965. 


> 
the roals and domanas put forth by black student unions, despite 


“differ ‘ences in Janvua7e and detail, have stressed. several ains;: 1) “ine 


creasinz the number of blacks in-the colleze or university at all- 


levels, from student to top auministrator; 2) curricular Chanses and 
nduitions; 3) -achieving some kind of. black control in the above, and 


> a ss 


. . 


in the affairs of the institution; 4) increasing. colle: e sensitivity 
_and service to the local off-campus black communi ty (if any): and > 2 


eliminatines institutional nay within the university or collec inso- 


ry 
> 


far as this is possible. . - * ar ° .. ae 
__. The success of black student unions in achiesine these aiins has 
varied widély from campus to campus. ‘In‘almost all asten thate-hus 
been increased recruitment and admission of black ‘students .° However, - 
y x this increase secms to have. been much’ more ambi zuously maintained in . 
the. ure with evidence for both continued increase and for sigrifi- . 
cant ere on in black onitaat ive . a 2 : 
. Black student efforts, in eaniunetiion with Federal. Affirmative ' 
Action requirenents, have resulted: im more black pee: snd. eauinis< 
_trators in whice colle, es Bene Reh es TEER However, attacks ' én. Af- 


a ' firmative Action from many quarters combined with an apparent waning. — 


ee ccoreemmtital vitor ia aniewentine equal rights efforts of all kinds - 


raise the “possibility that these hiring gains may not be increased ia 
or even maintained in’ comin® years. . : jae 
Nationally, black: students seem to have been rather successful ” 
in setting at least come chanves and additions to curricula. By ene» - 
end of ' the 1970-71 school year, 62%. of all Awerican eéliexta and uni- : 

“4 . versities offered some*kind of prozram of blaok, Third World, or ethnic — 
studies (Bayer and Astin, 1971). By the end of the 1971-72 school 7 
year, half of all collezes and universities offered at least one black : 

studies course iatiea 1974), and one hundred “ei;hty-two offered de;rees 

“in black studies (batala, 1974). However, students failed to achieve : 

= black studies pronratis on sone campuses (sein: 1974) 5 soe prograns . = 

‘ have folded, and despite the vitality of some (Wilkins, 1975), qnany 


‘others are in Serious, aiffioulty. Once mint the question of the 


or 


> 


o 


. 
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' cisions), such zains haye peer very short-lived. 
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permanent ‘institutionalization in the white colle:e of sains and’ - 


eats achieved by black student, efforts’ must. be ‘raised, 

ae “In many colle-es ‘and universities creas REUSGHVE: Sousht to * | 

fain some se of black (often student), voice ‘in the ethers of the a 
‘institution, Thoush such efforts houteganien a rathér direct challenge ) 


to the. Status quo in ae colle eC, as lon as "the role bihck students - 


, soucht to atay was an iaatine anid congultins/advisory one, by and. deo 


lar~e ‘colle: “cS huve had, relatively little “aifficulty. in taking steps. 

* to meet or respond to these interests. (This ig: not to Say, of course ,: 
-that Golle-es ae not often. resist ae! Such -ains of Dhaee, Stue 
dents. : . , , 

However, where black students were not content: with! are aenely’ 
advisory role in new procranis afd in inbtitutional affairs -and sousht. ra 
either total “plack control or a significant Voice in control in such - 
“PECHT AME etee, they met with very little sv SUCCESS.” Indeed, in those 
few instances where such POWRY was conceded to black students (eds 
all-black dormitories, or pabticipation in niring and promotion de- 


we 


Increase in the service and sensitivity of the white colle:;e' 


or university to ane lgcal off-campus black COMMUBLEY has been a fre- 


quent coal of black, stutents 7 In Vincent Harding's ‘words (1969: 142), 
"at its best the black student orenization became a-means' of. uevelopine 


Stratozies of service to. the local black community." However, as 


_ With other black student efforts during the peak period of activism 


colle, :ce-initiated 


‘in white colle es, the, responses, and chan. es, in Ren ESOEN between the 


he 
colle e sige log il black communi tics have been more ‘Limited, Less. a Es 


akan’ ane often different. than stucents. intended. 


finaly, a major : oad of black. student _unions in the late 1960s 


oe 


: ks P 
: : . ‘ 
“ ‘ wnt P ’ * ra 


was the elimination, or at’ least sivnificant reduction, of inctitu- 


white: 


eo, . . a 
tilnal Yacism within the, colle ‘e’ ‘or_tiniversity, Ag with other biuck 
‘student cffortsy the aocompliannénts in thtt-rezard are ambi--uous' 


. t’ & - 


Jana problematic. On the’ ont | hand. perhaps sone ‘round hes been, zained. 


3 J 5 Tete are .more lack students, fuculty and administrators than at the 


start of the decade, cuprseulel chav cs ana new pro: rans have been. 
instituted, and many- of thé nore overt racist and discrimingtory,pree 
tices on campus huve. _been ima At _the samestine, racism, institu- 
seenet, and personal, is still an important fact of Abie on RIB « 


Cer taiply, black ‘students continue to perceive and inenieuns the white 


Cotte or university in these tenma (Boyd, 1904; seat, 1974; ‘Yan- 


’ Fo 


kelovick, 1972). ‘3 ¢ ; iol tia = 


s . ae 


To conclude: ten years of shifting i a ‘and activity by biuck». 


een ‘unions. haye produced real, thou: sh variable success ‘in. student 


° 


; adnissions, 


‘of these schools remain larsely unchan: Od... 4 


“For many black students the union seémns- much less Salient, its poli- 


faculty ‘and etatt recruitment, _and curricular ena PPO: ;Pam= 


“matic ‘chan<es. “Community Gateeath coals were nore Limi, “edly and less 
successfully fulfilled; while institutional racism remains a Sighifi- 
cant, if. less, visible, reality on eampas . in important respects, 
black student unions throu; ‘h their activist efforts ere playea as 


major part in developments in white colle;zes over the last decade, 


despite the fact that. many of the fundamental structures and Processes 


f ? 
In the last few years black: studenté seem to Hie “adopted a 


more careerist, individualistic and privatistic, “thouy “hy “not necessari- 


‘Ly less‘ "militant". stance (Boyd, 19743. Walters, 1974). Black student. 


unions have become | less poskeabed and: less activist, in sowe ‘insti- 


‘tutions declinin-: nearly. to. the Boint of disinte: zration (Exum, 1974), 


¢ 


% 


rey orkented or: sanization ‘into the essentially cultural, “social rere 


° 


“tion more concerned with, cultural and Social activities’ than with Sg 


: this ‘transfornation has not been total, the union’ seein ‘to serve. : 


ii ere mane we concentrate on those which are: internal to the: 


é 
. organization, thouzh it ‘should be Stregsed that external factors 


tical power a2 and effectivenss ‘much: caine In riany respects tng 
Me. 


AL ‘ 
~ black ‘student union seems to have been tratigformed Anto, an qrsaniza- 


e 


a 


_ political. activism and ‘ettoute to change the university where 


primarily a poriticnt "watehdos"” function--the importahee of which 


ourht nak be “undere: PERERA BERENS to maintain sains already nude. 


The final section of: this aber examines | soue, of the vaste reasons 


for the decline of the black. ‘student union from the 1967-71 period, . 


’ perhaps the ‘period of its. peak activity, strerigth "and 8h; nificance. .” 
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Factofs in the Decline of the Black Student Union® rs re 
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'  ' Several. factors shave been instrumental | in the: decline of the 


*. black student ‘union ani its transformation from an activist, poli- 


es eet 


"ahd recreationg1 organization” it” seems to have become on many -cam- P 


may’ be “just - as sisi fieant in’ producin; whe outcome under dipveuend Aix 
Four such internal factors seem ékpeciatiy important: 1) the harac- 
ter of the black student Union a. movement. organization; 2) the’ 


heteroxeneity and internal “division within the black student popu- 


- lation in: any ‘Collere;. 3) Anternal dynamics and goeeeenee witiiin tie 


the union; isa ri Vbvattle fatigue." 
First, black. student unions are , what 4ald and Ash aeeey tern exolu- 


Saade i sive social, movement onpantedt tens en, Such orranizations have, risid 


_erfteria Tor membership, se a hish evel of initial ‘ Commsitiient, 
a hich. level of. continuing | Anyolvenent, and: a hich level ‘of ideolosical 


. . erg 


ears : 7 ma : 40 _ ~ es 


. 


conformity. “A sienific: Zt result OE this is that "exclusive srundoax 
. RkOnS aree nore’ ‘Likety than inclusive orranizations to be beset by" 
" periens,® larzely bedause info lusive Brestianbacne have “looser cri-: 
“teri La of Affiliation and of doctrinal orthodoxy" ad do not demand 
: oe sie constant participation wand invol venent in organizational activi- 
ties (gala pnd Ash, 19063 Sto Ss ? — 
Black student ‘unions cleariy. nave bean exclusive organizations 
Of, this type; many avtenpt, to pemain so at present. The prijary nem= 
$ bership requirement, eins” biacycias’ and: is inflexible; almost as’ 
“inflexible has been the expéctation that all black students pn campus’: . 
should - belonn, at* least nominally, to the, union. TA continuing com= 
“mitment to' the or;: vanizition ‘and its pro: ‘ram was expected ‘and reqt ured 


after’ entry. The. ‘pressures for ideological and behavioral CRRIOFES ey 


which occurred, “and nay still occur, in black student unions. end," 


GaGaemaem rs). haw often involvea *einckerethan-thou® games fete Donald, - ii 


Napper, 1973), may. be seenas additional indication of the character . 
1 
of the black stutent union as an exclusive movenent oryaniz. ign. 


A gene ' problem in such nlovement orzanizutions @f black stu- 
{ 


dent unions, $s that constant presaures for Commitment , ideological 


and. behavioral donrorntee tend, over the lonz run, to lead to discon- 
oe factignalisn; and disarfection, problems which have pléyued | 


black student MALEDe ae UnE. the country. In short one source of: the 


decline of the, black student union has’ “been its Chupacter as an exe 


° 
. - ° 


= ry 


2 


ei elusive. organization: Bay. 
= ny . 
Second, the Hennenny to schism inherent in exclusive organizations 


‘ te likely to ey enhanced when the population Beats which orcanizutional. 
" fembers . are drawn is itself nichly heteroyeneous (ala and ‘ash, 1966). 


Despite. the often. monolithic Appearance of the black stucent unjon, 
ae, 


it 


and despite the couonly. es stereotype that all black ‘students ‘ : 
come from the same kind of back:t'ound--tine black stent population 
in any white collee or university. isa hirhly heterozeneous ‘one... 
The hetsrovencity of ‘the black student vo ulation may be seen as 
“an additional factor in the decline of the black student wiion in 
recent years ‘throw the enhanced potential for dissensus inherent ; 
~ “in such di vor} ty ; : o, i < cy 
Anon: the various dimensions of this. heteroz geneity, certain 
Oe seem particularly alae as potential, and actual, sources 
“of dissensus: differences in sotiocegnonic backround , i. ., class + 
‘differences (cf. Boyd, 1974; Donald, 1970; Walters, 1974; Willie 
and McCord,. 1972); render (cf. Donala, 1970, 1971) 3); differences 
Z in political. beliefs’ (cf. edwards , 1970; Trow,: 1970); aisterences 
in the’ dexree to which individuals !: carecrist orientations and. mo= ae 
bility aaptrabiens take “precedence over-or-s —=suporant 50: cal beltefs=—— 
and ‘a willin-ness to enmare in direct on-campus ‘political detivity a 
(Eavards,. 1970; Obatala, 1972; Werbeta, 1974) ; and on some acai t i he 
ethnic ALT iyongos (or. Exum, 1974). sg ut 4 j 
" Thira,, riven a heterozeneous nenbership base and. acKaracter 


s 


as an sceiueive orraniztion, . constant pressures. for consensus and 


> 


conformity within the black student union have’ probably: been lnevix 
table and. universal. . However, this "pagsion for unanimity" (to bor - 
' row.a. ‘term frém. ‘Schein, 1969) served over the long, run. to enhance 
rather than to reducé internal division.” ‘For one thing, some members 
may ‘be lost throu. a kind of: "excommunication" for "heresy or , . 
. "apostasy." Others » came to resent such pressures, creatine’ both nant 


“fest and latent alienation from the, union, ny ape aT 


? 


_ rey since on success in achievin: chanze goals has = 
. ® < \ < 


oat 


“4 


¢ 


@ 


ae ; 10. 


Savely been total on any CAR DUR y some menbers may h we become dis- 
affected as a result of sic % achieve inportant sroup moals. 
Sia when faced with intranural. friction, diverse interests 
ani pressures for conformity simultaneously, miuny Students: appear 
to have resplved the.conflict between individual und collective norms , 
in payer of their own individual, often cuneeret, int. rests, In this 
situation where individual and froun needs may be. ied incon;ruent, 
constant pressures for solidarity may in the end oruate greater dis- 
sension, particulerly if not accompanied by effective means throurh whieh 
individual interests mi tht »be satisfied. 10 A consequence is even more 
disa- Paemertt within the union, especially over goals and tactics. 

Fourth and finally, observers -of social novements have eine 
noted. that a mer frequent occurrencé in social movements isa ia. 
of "bittle fatimie" (Coles, 1964; Turner and Killian, 1972), especially ° 
likely whem, the discovery is made that much of the relevant reality 


“one southt*to chanye remains fundamentally unchanzed even after much 


effort and important “"victories"; and 2) the organiz ition or eroup 
? 


which spearheaded activism is suffering intzernal.difficulties of con- 


a? 


sensis and ‘oal setting. 


’ Such ‘battle fatizue has. beef an almost uniyersal experience at 


one tine or another for black students... The consequénce for students 


{fs exhaustion, frustration and often, withdrawal from the "field of 


_ battle," accompanied by much bitterness, ‘his faticue and. bitter 


a 


withdraval seens to. have been a major factor in the decline of the 
“black student union in recent years. It may also weLE explain recent “ 
‘research firain s which snow current levels of discontent, altenation 


and criticism of the white caries anon’) black stusents to be as hish 


now as durin’ the late 1460s, but: without tne activism wiich acconpanicd 


“ eS 


13 


w” 


‘ Oe ‘ ‘ . 11. 


such feelinzs a few years azo (cf. boyd, 1)74; Walters, 1974), 


-- 


Summary ond.Conclusion ‘ 
aT ait iS a 


. 


* 


Black student unions have been a central and nearly universal fcature -— 
in white colleves and universities durin® the past ten years. ‘In , 
this paper we have examined sone of their important a activi- 
ties and impact on the wnite colle-e, pon fectors producins: their 
current state of decline. In aunmestine factors leadins to ‘this: 
lessened visibility, political activisn, and marginal viability, our a 
discussion hos focused primarily om black students! traits, the charace 
ter of the uniqn and gertain internal dynamics within if, and the. '- 
"battle fatigue® experienced by many students, In short, we have . 
stressed. internal factors which have influenced the ad of the 
union - _ . iz é 
Finally, we should be cautious about interpretiy ;; the current 
apparent absence of activism and decline of the. black Student union 
as the end of the story. Nor should it be taken as an indicator that , 


the ultinite fate of black student unions is either to disappear, or 


_ to become #simply" a social organiz :tion like other, more traditional 


student croups. Recent research on nationwide sanples ‘of black 
students in a variety of institutions indjcates that black students 
are still narkedly alienuted and disaffected from white society and 
the white colle:e (Eoyd, 1974; walters, 1974). This disaffection 


may turn to activism, ard may serve to. revitalize black student unions 


_ whenever stronzly salient insies- arives’” Protests ‘py black students 


at boston Colle e,.Brandeis, Lrown, City Colle;e of hew York, Cornell, 
Harvard, Hunter Colle~e, the University of hithigan and the University ' 


of California at Santa Barbara durin the spring, of. 1975; at the Uni- 
is “ ae PS 


a7 
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aa versity of Alabama at Tuscaloosa, Berkeley, UCLA and the University 


of California at San viego during the fall of 1975; and at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst durins the spring of 1976--all 


* dndicate the potential on any campus for a re-vitalized black student 


union and black student movement. 
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erosovogel (1971). P 
The devekooneait of black student unions was so rapid that by 
December, 1966, a northeastern rerional conference of black stu- 
gents -nd black student or~anizations held at Columbia University 
was attended by three hundred deleates representing black student 
‘aay and stuuents at thirty colle” 3eS and universities (Pinimey, 
1975)» 


ef, Anthony (1971) ; Barlow fue Shapiro (1971); Donald (1970, 1971);. 
Edwards (1970); sxum (1974); Hedevard and Brown! (1969) + hiatthews 
and Frovhro. (1969) ¢ Napper (1973) ; willie and iicCord (1972). 


~ 


Boyd (1974); Donald (1970, 1971); Exum (1974); Hede: ‘ard and . 
brown (1969); Proctor (1970) ; Walters (1974); Willie and hetord 
Mate) 3 Wisdom and a (1970). 


Herons: the mid-1960s, there were eaten aig: ee black students in 
white colle~es and universities, By 1968, 64,0, by=1970, 66) and 

by 1972-73, 75. of all black collexe stuuents were enrolled in “4 
white -collees and universities (blackwell, 1975; Kechinszer, 1971). ° 
Kecent fivzures from Hew and the. Bureau of the Census indicate that 
‘black student enrollment. has srown every year since 1965. For ex- 
ammle, sovernment and other statistics show. that there were 236,000 
black men in colle, ein 1969, 422,800 in 1975; and that black Boils - - 
leze enrollment in the fall of 1974 WaS'19 higher than in the fall 
of 1973 (Freeman and Hollomon, 1975;~winkler, 1975). 


While there is much evidence for containtied increases in black en- 
rollment in white institutions, there is also much evidence which 
indicates that black enrollment -peakéd in 1972, when blacks Eee 
. 8.7.0 of all students, wnd has *' ' fallen since then: to 7.8 

of all stuaents in 1973, and 7.43 of all students in’1974-75. 

Black fregnmin enrollment dropped from 13 of all freshmen in 1972 
to 9% in 1973. Total black enrollment apoears to nave aropped 
some.15% between 1972 and 1974, most importantly for black males 
(American Council on uducation, 1973; Harverd havazine, 1975; A. 
Henderson and J. Henderson, 1974; V. Henacrson, 1974; “institute 

for the Study of rducztional Folicy, 1975). In short, thoush the. 
evidence is anbifuous, it indicates that incredsed black admis sion™.| 
may not have.been fully sustained since ‘the fall-off in black stu- 
dent activism in recent years. 


Here we are referrin” to service efforts different and separate 
from those undertaken by individual stuuents or by stuaent sroups 
actins eitner on their own or as part of an on-campus stuuent 
service or~anization. 


Since 1971, a aramatic decline : in student activisn, both white > 
and black, hws’ occurred in Anerican colle "es and universities. 
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In reneral terms, the decline of stuuent activism may be ate 
tributed to Several factors: tue end.of the Grait; a new xene=: 
ration on campus with different political socialization; the - Z 
»Peclization-thit campus activism ‘in itself- has not brou nt avout 
fundanent 1 chanye either in tne” pul versity or the Llorsjer Society, 
and is not lixely to; a tihtenin:, jod marset in am economy ex- ,'. 
‘periencin” botn inflution and recession rpecageoien aaa und the 
risiny costs of education, muxine education a more serious . 

3 : comiitment,. at least in economic terms, Further, 
if criticyl mass nis been a factor in the development of tne 2 
pie Sun emy union, taen what apvears to be ueclinin” black ene 
roliment since 1972 may be seen as an additional element in the 
decline of union. eb ne ine “ 


e - p 


so 


Decdine as uSed in ti.is discussion refzrs to: loss of members; ~ 
loss of solidarity «nd consensus alon:;-with increased factionilism 
within the or-“imization; re educed , if not the complete ubsence of, : 
activist effarts on,c-mpus; zreatly lessened-role as arbiter und F 
symbol of black stuuent belief and sction; reduced political power 
on campus, thouvh rot necessarily total loss of, effectiveness 

(cf, Oba bale, 1972). : Per ‘ 


Ronald (1970, 1971); adwards (1970); wxum (1974); Samson (1968, 
1975); Nupper (1973); turner’ and hillian (1972); aald and Ash (1966). 


it. However, it may be ‘aeetied that certain other factors external to’ 


cee 


black stuuents per se huve been equally important in this aecline. 
Bricfiy, tnese fiay be summarized as: 1) conflict between the role 
of stuuent on tne one hand, and the role of member of tne black 
student union on the other; 2) constant turnover of stuaent. popu- 
lation., una the probleis of continuity, shared “experience una so-.~ 
cialization it presents; 3) -value conflicts between the sociopoli- ® 
‘tical "black" values stre ssed by the union, and the more curecrist, 
universAlistic wd/or individualistic values fosterd by the uni- 
versity; 4) the avadlability of other roups and activities on cam= 
‘pus to which bl«ck gtudents muy sive their tine, ener y and alle- 
fiance; 5) -reat asynnetry in power ard resources between students 
and university authorities; 6) both tne successes ana tne failures 
of activism; 7) the, ultinately: effective social control efforts of. 
university authorities; 8) tne frarnentation of the lerser civil 
ri hts movement alon* with tne decline in political and ideolo :ical 
consensus which hw occurred aiuonse off-campus blacks durin the 
last ten years} Hy the current economic situation in the lurger °° 
society creatinz rin neinl (and otner): pressures which. reinforce 

a careerist and vocation: Llist, ratner than political, orientation 
amon blick stuvents; and 10) lessened nedia coverase of black stu- 
dent activities (er. Buyer and Astin, 1971). ss 


Such issues include: perceived drastic reduc tions in: dinanetar 
aid; 7reatly aeclinin; black enrollment; threats to tne existence 
of black-oriented bro" Tunis already established, or to -promised 
orovrans Wrich have yet to be implemented; CIA’ recruitin; efrorts 
aimed at minorities: as well as a variety of other issues, both 
national and local. i 
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